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Editor’s note: Mr. Jenkins is a retired senior master sergeant who
served two tours of duty in Vietnam as an aerial and ground combat
documentation cameraman, flying more than 100 combat missions.

By Mitchell Jenkins [ ]
1st Combat Camera Squadron

As a 20-year-old airman, day-to-day duties during my first
Southeast Asia tour were seldom boring. For the most part, I had
unrestricted access to a wide array of operational and humanitarian
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View supply trucks traveling from the north to the south on the Ho
Chi Minh Trail. We had a 24-hour motion picture lab that quickly
processed fighter aircrafts gun film from strike missions. Gunship The Ho Chi Minh Trail was a complex web
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One particular mission stands out in my memory. It was Dec. 20, ;:2?5,[; :’:\E::Li:'lgsgelrg:z; bFer:rr:terig:\j:id

1970, the night before my 21st birthday. I was flying a scheduled

o ) > € . 60 tons of aid per day from this route. Most
combat mission onboard a C-130 gunship. My position on the air- of this was carried by porters. Occasionally

craft was at the rear pilot-side troop door. The top half of the door bicycles and ponies would also be used.
At regular intervals along the route the NLF
built base camps. In the early days of the
war it took six months to travel from North
Vietnam to Saigon on the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. But the more people who travelled
along the route the easier it became. By
1970, fit and experienced soldiers could
make the journey in six weeks. From the air
the Ho Chi Minh Trail was impossible to
identify and although the U.S. Air Force
tried to destroy this vital supply line by
heavy bombing, they were unable to stop
the constant flow of men and supplies. The
main danger to the people who travelled
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail was not American
bombs but diseases such as malaria. The
North Vietnamese also used the Ho Chi
Minh Trail to send soldiers to the south. At
times, as many as 20,000 soldiers a month
came from Hanoi in this way.
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